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The God Box is a marvelous coming-of-age story of a high school senior’s 
struggle with his sexual feelings.  It incorporates confusion, fear, sex, anger, 
Christianity, race, love, alcoholism, homophobia, acceptance, violence, and 
almost anything else a young gay student may experience. 
Paul is a devout Christian in a small town about an hour’s drive from Abilene.  He 
sings in his church choir, belongs to a Christian bible study group in school, and 
prays daily.  While he has been dating Angie for several years, he is not 
comfortable with even the mildest of teen-age sex play.  He has been fighting his 
attraction to boys since puberty. 
Manuel transfers to their school at the beginning of their senior year.  Manuel is 
openly, vociferously gay.  When another student asks “Is it true you’re a fag?”  
Manuel responds with my favorite line from the book – “Why?  Are you?  If you 
are, I’m not interested.” 
But Paul is attracted to Manuel.  The story, written in the first person, chronicles 
his struggles with his own acceptance of himself and his fear of rejection – or 
worse – by his father, Angie, and his peers. 
This book is very well done.  I recommend it for teens; it should be made readily 
available in every high school and municipal library, and every PFLAG chapter 
should have a copy for their guests. 


